What are Additional Learning Needs?
Children have Additional Learning Needs if they have “a learning difficulty which calls for
Special Educational Provision to be made for them”. (Additional Learning Needs Code of
Practice for Wales 2002.)
Children have a learning difficulty if they:
- Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the
same age;
- Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational
facilities of a kind provided for children of the same age in other schools within the
LEA.
Types of learning difficulties can include:
-

General Learning Difficulties – Children whose learning progresses at a slower pace
Speech and Language Difficulties
Behavioural Difficulties
Dyslexia (difficulties with reading, writing and spelling)
Dyspraxia (problems with motor skills, organisation)
Dyscalculia (difficulties with number work)
Autism
ADD/ADHD (Attention Deficit Disorder/Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
Downs Syndrome
Cerebral Palsy
Other Physical/Medical Needs

Did you know?
At some point in their lives up to 20% of children/young people (1 in 5) need support for
Additional Learning Needs.

Children learn and develop in different
ways. Teachers recognise this and use
different teaching styles, resources and
plan different levels of work in the
classroom to cater for the various ways
children learn. However, many children, at
some time in their school life, need extra
help.

Because of this, schools must:
- Talk to parents/carers if they think
their child has an additional learning
need and let them know what special
help the school is giving;
- Appoint a member of staff as the
Additional Learning Needs Coordinator (ALNCO);
- Have a written Additional Learning
Needs policy – a copy should be
made available for parents;
- Take account of the Additional
Learning Needs (ALN) Code of
Practice. This is advice given to
schools by the government which
outlines what schools should do to
support pupils with ALN and gives
recommendations for good practice.

We recognise that you, as your
child’s parent/carer, are the expert
on them and will involve you every
step of the way.

ALNCO = Additional Learning Needs
Co-ordinator.

If your child has Additional Learning
Needs the ALNCO should:

- Ensure the right support is put in
place for your child;
- Advise other teachers on how to
help your child;
- Arrange training for staff so they
understand your child’s needs;
- Work closely with you on a
regular basis to talk with you
about your child’s needs and
listen to any ideas or concerns
you might have;
- Work with other professionals (if
necessary) who may be able to
help your child, e.g. speech and
language therapist/ medical
professional/Educational
Psychologist.

Need to contact us?
Why not email us at ALNCO@friarsysgoliongwynedd.cymru

The first person to identify that a
child has Additional Learning needs
may be:
-

Yourself, as parent or carer
The class teacher
A health visitor
Another medical professional

If it seems that your child may have
Additional Learning Needs, your
child’s class teacher or the
Additional Learning Needs Coordinator (ALNCO) will assess:
- What your child would benefit
from learning
- How best to help your child
learn
Information about your child’s
targets and any extra support he/she
receives at school may be recorded
on an IDP (Individual Development
Plan)

Children thought to have
Additional Learning Needs will be
placed on the school’s Additional
Learning Needs register following
liaison with parents.

Pupils will receive one of two levels
of support:
1. School IDP
2. Local Authority of IDP

The level of support received may
change (increase or decrease)
throughout their time at school.
School staff will speak to you if they
think this should happen and will
ask you for your opinion about this.

An Individual Education Plan (IDP) says what
the school, the class teacher and the ALNCO
plan to do to help your child learn. An
Individual Development Plan will be written
especially for your child. It should include;
- Short term targets for your child which
are linked to their needs;
- Details of any extra support your child
will get;
- Who will give your child help;
- How often your child will get help;
- How and when the school will look at
your child’s progress again.
IDP’s are written at the beginning of each
school year and are reviewed at the end of each
term.

Once outside agencies such as the Educational Psychologist and Speech and Language
Therapists are involved, the level of support is described as School IDP. If your child is
receiving School IDP level of support, these are some of the things you can expect from
our school:
- Teachers, teaching assistants and the ALNCO will continue to work together to
find ways to support your child in school;
- The school will liaise with the appropriate outside agencies such as health
professionals, speech and language therapists, specialist teachers or educational
psychologists who would:
-Carry out further assessment of your child’s needs;
-Provide advice to schools on how to best support your child;
-Suggest resources that would help your child make progress.
You should receive copies of any planning to meet your child’s needs (Individual
Development Plan.)
Your views will be important in planning for your child’s education. Progress will be
reviewed regularly at parents’ evenings, review meetings and school planning meetings
with local authority specialists.
This extra support may be enough to support your child with any difficulties
sufficiently to ensure that progress can be made in school. A very small number of
children (about 2%) may need further support and the school may request additional
provision at this point.

If your child’s progress remains a significant cause for concern, despite an
individualised programme of sustained intervention, then a request for additional and
more specialist provision can be made by the school.
As a parent/carer you also have the right to make this request although it is usually
best if you can do this with the support of the school.
The request will usually be made following consultation meetings with the Educational
Psychologist.
In a small minority of cases a request for statutory assessment may be appropriate.

Speech and Language Therapy – Their role is to give advice for developing speech and language
Educational Psychologist – Their role is to work with the school to support a variety of needs, providing
advice, ideas for teachers and consultations with parents.
The School Nurse Service – Their role is to provide advice for physical, medical and emotional difficulties.
Childhood and Adolescence Mental Health Services-CAMHS - This service is for those children who
need further support for their behaviour and social and emotional well-being.
Occupational Therapy - This service helps develop physical skills.
Visually Impaired Service – Their role is to support schools and families for children with visual
impairments.
School Counsellor They provide a supportive and confidential service where pupils can discuss any
problems they may have and receive emotional support.

Conclusion
We hope this information has helped you to understand how our school supports
children with Additional Learning Needs.
If you would like to talk to someone about your child’s needs, please don’t hesitate to
contact us at school.
If you are concerned that your child’s Additional Learning Needs aren’t being met or
your child isn’t making progress, please talk to Mrs Ceri Parry.
Thank you for working with us to help your child enjoy school and enjoy learning.

Mrs Ceri Parry ALNCO
Mrs Rachel Bell Hughes – Assistant to the ALNco
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Bangor, Gwynedd. LL57 2LN
Phone: 01248 364905 Fax 01248 352235 E-mail:
ALNCO@friarsysgoliongwynedd.cymru

